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Cities are places where the relationship between individual and society can be
explored in interaction with spaces. The chapters in this book focus on how cities
and languages are related. It’s goal is to hear the languages the city speaks by
attending to the individuals residing there, their cultural backgrounds and the
impact of the symbols, representations, ideologies and policies that they produce,
consume and are exposed to while living in the cities. The collection of chapters
here reveals the social role of language, urban identities, the relationship of urban
identities with consumerism and how lifestyles are transformed due to domestic
and external immigration, urban life politics, media presentations and ideologies.

Sehirler, birey ve toplum iliskisinin mekanlarla etkilesimi i¢cinde incelenebilecegi
yerlerden biridir. Bukitaptayeralan boliimler sehir ve dil baglantisina odaklanmuistir.
Sehrin dilini, i¢inde yasaminit siirdiiren bireylere, bu bireylerin kiiltiirel arka
planlarina ve sehirlerde yasarken ftrettikleri, tiikettikleri ve maruz kaldiklari
gostergelerin, ideolojiler ve politikalarin etkilerine kulak vererek duymayi ve
anlamay1 hedeflemistir. Bu ciltte yer alan calismalar, farkli sosyal bilimlerin
perspektiflerinden, birey-kent etkilesimi 6zelinde dilin toplumsal rolii, kentsel
kimlikler ve bu kimliklerin tiiketim ile iliskisi, sehirdeki mekanlarin dillerinin ve
yasam tarzlarinin i¢ ve dis goclerle, uygulanan doniisiim politikalartyla, medyadaki
sunumlarla ve ideolojilerle doniisiimiinii agiga ¢ikarmaktadir.
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Cities are constantly changing depending on time, like everything else. The
determination of this change in modern times is especially in the field of interest
of social sciences. The constant change of lifestyles, newcomers to the city,
behavior patterns, demographic mobility, micro groups, demands for rights and
freedoms, environmental problems, architecture, city representations in art, etc.
are the first issues and problems that come to mind when it comes to the city
today. Understanding all these and finding solutions to problems requires knowing
what the city is telling us and what messages it gives us. At this point, what is
expected from social sciences is to focus on these issues and problems and to
produce solutions through different disciplines.

This 5 volume series, which we have prepared with the title “The City’s
Language”, consists of books that bring together articles written by scientists who
are competent in their fields around the topics we pointed out above. We hope that
this series, in which the subject is aproached and discussed within the framework
of Literary Science, Philosophy, Semiology, Psychology, Sociology and History,
will contribute to readers, researchers and related fields.

Her seyde oldugu gibi zamana bagl olarak sehirler de siirekli degismektedir. Bu
degisimi modern zamanlarda tespit etmek ise 6zellikle sosyal bilimlerin ilgi alanina
girmektedir. Hayat tarzlarinin siirekli degismesi, sehre yeni katilan unsurlar, davranis
bigimleri, demografik hareketlilik, mikro gruplar, hak ve 6zgiirliikk talepleri, gevre
sorunlar1, mimari, sanatta sehir temsilleri vs. giiniimiizde sehir s6z konusu oldugunda
akla ilk gelen konular ve problemlerdir. Biitiin bunlart anlamak ve problemlere
¢oziim iiretmek ise sehrin bize hangi yolla neler sdyledigini, hangi mesajlar1 verdigini
bilmekten gecer. Bu noktada sosyal bilimlerden beklenen ise farkli disiplinler
araciligryla bu konular ve problemler tizerinde durmak, ¢6ziim yollar: tiretmektir.

“Sehrin Dili” iist bagligiyla hazirladigimiz 5 ciltlik bu seri, alanlarinda yetkin
bilim insanlarmin yukarida isaret ettigimiz konular etrafinda yazdigi makalelerin
bir araya getirildigi kitaplardan olusmaktadir. Konunun Edebiyat Bilimi, Felsefe,
Gostergebilim, Psikoloji, Sosyoloji ve Tarih ¢ergevesinden ele alindigi ve tartigildig
bu serinin okuyuculara, arastirmacilara ve ilgili alanlara katki yapmasini umuyoruz.

Comme dans tout, les villes subissent un changement perpétuel. C’est aux
sciences sociales de repérer ce phénoméne pluridimensionnel dans les temps
modernes. Le changement constant des modes de vie, les nouveaux éléments de la



ville, les modes de comportement, la mobilit¢ démographique, les microgroupes,
les revendications des droits et libertés, les problémes environnementaux,
I’architecture, les représentations de la ville dans I’art, etc. sont les premiers thémes
et problémes qui viennent a ’esprit autour de la ville actuelle. Pour comprendre
tout cela et trouver des solutions adéquates, il est impératif de connaitre la forme
et le contenu des messages émis par la ville. A ce stade, les sciences sociales sont
convoquées a étudier ces themes et ces problémes a travers différentes disciplines,
pour essayer de les résoudre.

La collection préparée sous le titre général de « Langues de la ville » est
composée de cinq livres qui réunissent les articles rédigés par les scientifiques
compétents dans leurs domaines autour des sujets cités. Nous souhaitons que
la présente collection qui traite et discute le théme de la ville dans le cadre des
études littéraires, de la philosophie, de la sémiotique, de la psychologie, de la
sociologie et de I’histoire portent une contribution aux domaines cités ainsi qu’aux
chercheurs et aux lecteurs.

Ali Sikrii CORUK
General Editor,
Prof., Istanbul University, Faculty of Letters, Istanbul, Turkey
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PREFACE

Places are not merely material structures, places are concurrent social structures. A place
is constructed over time as a result of accumulated personal and societal attributions. The
needs of society in relation to individual members are decisive in this process of construction.
These needs are shaped by individuals’ perceptions, attitudes, social interactions - even by
relations of production. A place acquires meaning through human beings. Thus cities as
spaces of joint living reveal the quality of the relationship between the individual and society.

Cities are a fundamental part of the processes involved in personal and social lives. It
is possible to observe several dynamics of a person’s social life looking at cities. Therefore
many social scientists have contemplated cities and proposed ideas about the idiocratic
social structures inherent to each city. Types of relations emerging between the indiviual and
one’s environment has become a rich field of research for many disciplines from sociology
to psychology, literature to geography. Cities are places where social processes occur and
individuals’ lives are shaped in relation to these cities and such social processes. In return
cities are effected by individuals’ or societies’ lives. In short, a strong bond exists between
the individual, society and city.

This book presents different perspectives about the relationship between individual and
society in the context of cities and aims to provide anwers to several questions. How does the
city talk to us and what does it say? Do we intepret what we hear correctly? Coming up with
answers for such questions provides opportunities to examine cities’ existing material problems
and presents a road map to assess individuals’ personal and societal problems in relation to
their experiences within cities. The need for interdisciplinary colloborations is ever-increasing.

This book, with its focus on the theme of language(s) of the city, presents the readers with a
collection of studies carried out by researchers of different disciplines with the aim of exploring
the link between city and language. The book is divided into three sections. Firstly, different
dimensions of the relationship between language, individual and environment will be addressed
and in the following sections the connection between language and society will be discussed.

In the first chapter of the book, “Affordances in the Construction of the City’s
Language(s)”, David Uzzell pointed out the symbiotic relation between the individual and
one’s surroundings within the context of environmental psychology. He discussed how the
environment and places talked to us, showing that not only did they talk but they also offered
information about their users. He demonstrated how individuals transformed the places in a
city by adapting these places to their needs and produced their languages while rendering these
places their own. Uzzell approached the environment as places mediating social interactions
while offering a holistic explanation. Uzzell, in his chapter, aimed to further understand the
interaction between people and their physical and social environments and explicated that by
referring to positive impact of a well-designed environment on social relationhips.

Yasemin Bahgekapili, in her chapter titled “Stage and the Beyond: Examining
Conspicuous Consumption in the Urban Public”set out to inspect the role of self presentation
and social relationships involved in social reconstruction of place. Bahgekapili had carried
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PREFACE

out a field study in Beyoglu and Karakdy districts in Istanbul and concluded that these places
in the city were shaped by consumerism featured by specific representations. She argued
that indiviuduals’ choice of places to go were based on the impression they were trying to
create. Thereby Bahgekapili revealed the role of individuals’ consuming behavior in Uzzell’s
account of transformation of places by individuals.

There are many people who speak other languages along with their native ones, which
enable them to utilize each language’s system to come up with different and new meanings in
the World. People’s interaction styles differentiate based on the verbal and nonverbal linguistic
forms they use and thus, the construction of social life is grounded on such differentiations.
Sema Karakelle, Yasemin Yesilyaprak and Esra Demirkan in their chapter called, “Why Two
Languages are Better than One” reviewed studies on bilingualism and proposed their own
evaluation. They emphasized that language consisted of many characteristics in relation to
its social use that it was not only codes or words, and that’s why research on bilingualism had
to focus on exploring tokens of meaning other than verbal language. They further argued that
social interaction adopted a very important role in language use and therefore considering
gestures and facial expressions involved in nonverbal communication along with verbal
forms of interacting was a must.

In the second section of the book, the chapters focused on psyhological processes in
city life. People in cities also construct social identities while interacting verbally and
nonverbally. These identities enable them to define themselves in relation to the cities they
live in and exhibit how they perceive these places and their interactions in these context
through ownership of such identities. One of the ways to assess these processes is to
determine people’s ideas about identity in relation to city life by using scales. Deniz Derin
and Biigra Alparslan developed such a scale and presented it in their chapter, “Urban Identity
Scale: Scale Development Study on Istanbul Sample”. The authors developed three scales,
The Urban Identity Scale for Istanbul, the Perceived Urban Quality Scale and the Perceived
Urban Social Support Scale. Their study revealed that people’s perceptions of social support
in cities influenced their ideas about quality of life, as experienced living in that city. So
individuals experiences depend on cities’ social and cultural characteristics.

Esin Temeloglu Sen and Ozlem Sertel Berk focused on distribution of chronic illnesses
based on city residents’ sociocultural features in “A Pilot Study on the Distribution of
Chronic Illnesses According to Home Cities”. The authors also aimed to address how
patients’ psychological states and their perceived quality of life differed with respect to the
city lived in and the diagnoses. Temeloglu Sen and Sertel Berk presented a classification of
participants’ city of residence and sociocultural characterics to demonstrate the distribution
of chronic illnesses based on this classification. We see that while city life offers ways of
expression and identity claims on a cognitive level for its residents, it also effects the types of
illnesses they experience through its own characteristics.

In the final section of the book, Seda Giiven in her chapter titled “Language of the
Space: From Quest Immigration to Resident Immigration” explored the relationship

xii



PREFACE

between language and place in terms of migration. She exemplified how places, as parts of
a society’s collective memory, changed due to migration by focusing on the city of Istanbul
and Millet Street. She talked about how the quality and place names of businesses changed
as a consequence of people who migrated there. This process of change was evaluated in the
first section of the book in terms of how people transformed the city they lived in, thereby
producing social cognitions and collective memory of the society in general. In this chapter
Gtiven, showed how this alternation of society’s shared memory was varied in line with
migrants’ different cultural backgrounds. This study was also related to the city identities
and experiences reflected in the works of written language that was investigated in the second
section of this book.

People who migrated from different parts of Anatolia to cities also brought along their
own lifestyles which led to conflicts that became evident in different forms for residents
of these cities once they became acquainted with these lifestyles. Esra Bici Nasir, in her
chapter titled “Hena Thrones, Fancy Toilets, and Other Kitsch: Research on the Sign-Objects
of Kezban Taste” put Istanbul in the center as a the place where different social groups meet
via domestic and external migration. She emphasized the contrasting lifestyles of urban and
rural groups in terms of culture and consumer behavior. The image of “Kezban”, constructed
as a fictional representation of this contrast in cinema was discussed using a framework of
migration and social tensions.

Obviously, indiviuals and migration are not the only source of social conflicts . It
is possible to observe how economic and political processes along with individuals have
transformative effects on urban life on a macro level. Elif Kevser Ozer in her chapter called
“Mapping A Neoliberal Transition: The Case of Sulukule” brought neoliberal policies
involved in urban life through the example of the Sulukule region in Istanbul. Ozer presented
macro politics that she claimed to be effective in terms of neoliberal policies to seep into the
cities, urban transformation projects and studies of non-governmental organizations. By that
she started a discussion of functions of governmental and civil organizations in the process
of transformation of cities.

Changes in individuals’ perceptions about places for urban life are realized both by
urban transformation projects, residences offering new lifestyles as well as images and
symbols presented on media which Tutar demonstrates in his chapter. Cem Tutar in his
chapter titled “A Theoretical Approach on the Deconstruction of Ethical Codes of Daily Life
in Transformation of Urban Spaces” explained the impact of Capitalism on places through
media. He discussed how the language used in TV programs, series or images put forth in the
news effected individuals’ relationships with the cities and places.

We believe that using Bronfenbrenner’in Ecological Systems Theory (1979) could provide
a perspective for the chapters in this book since the theory defines a complex system of
relationships individuals develop with their surroundings on different levels. Bronfenbrenner
defines these levels of interaction from immediate contexts such as neigborhoods to larger
environments in relation to cultural and economic characteristics on further levels of
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relationships. The chapters focus on the immediate contexts of individual-city interaction by
dealing with social functions of languages and urban identities as well as on broad contexts
involved in this interaction such as transformation of the languages of the city and lifestyles
due to migration, urban transformation projects and the media and ideologies.

We would like to thank Prof. Dr. Mahmut Ak, the Rector of Istanbul University; Dr.
Hayati Develi; the Deans of Faculty of Letters, Prof. Dr. Ali Siikrii Coruk, the Editor in
Chief and Head, the Department of Turkish Language and Literature; Association of Turkish
Language and Literature and Istanbul Universitesi Yayinlari (Istanbul University Press) for
their support in publishing this book. We hope that the chapters presented here would offer a
path for future studies and contribute to the literature. Let’s listen to the language of the city.

Mekan/lar, fiziksel yapilardan ibaret degildir. Mekan/lar ayni zamanda toplumsal yapi-
lardir. Zaman iginde mekan bireysel ve toplumsal birikimler sonucunda insa edilir. Insa sii-
recinde basta bireylerin baglantili olarak da toplumun ihtiyaglari belirleyicidir. Bu ihtiyaglar
bireylerin algi, tutumlariyla, toplumsal etkilesimleri ve hatta tiretim iliskileri ile sekillenir.
Mekan insanla anlam kazanir. Bu nedenle ortaklasa yasam alani olarak karsimiza ¢ikan se-
hirler birey ve toplum arasindaki iliskinin niteligini de ele verir.

Sehirler bireysel/toplumsal yasama dair siireclerin 6nemli bir pargasidir. Toplumsal
yasamin pek ¢ok dinamigini sehirler lizerinden goézlemlemek miimkiindiir. Sehirlerin
kendine 6zgii toplumsal yapisin1 anlamlandirmak ve tanimlamak igin pek ¢ok sosyal bilimci
sehir lizerine diigiinmiig ve fikir iretmistir. Sehirlerde insan ve ¢evresi arasinda gelisen iliski
kiimeleri sosyolojiden psikolojiye, edebiyattan cografyaya kadar bircok disiplininin ilgi
alanina girerek zengin bir ¢aligma alani olusturmustur. Sehirler 6znel ve toplumsal siireclerin
gectigi, deneyimlendigi ve bigimlendigi yerler olarak tiim insan yagamina etki eder ve ayni
zamanda bireysel ya da toplumsal yasamlardan etkilenir. Kisacas1 birey, toplum ve kent
arasinda giiclii bir iligki vardir.

Bu caligsma birey ve toplum iliskisinin kentteki farkli goriiniimlerini verirken su sorulara
cevap arar: Sehir bizlerle nasil konusur, bize neler sdyler? Sehrin sdylediklerini duyuyor
muyuz ya da dogru yorumluyor muyuz? Bu sorulari yanitlamak, kentlerin mevcut fiziki so-
runlarini degerlendirme olanagi sunmakta ve ayni1 zamanda kentleri deneyimleyen bireylerin,
bu baglamda ortaya ¢ikan psikolojik ve toplumsal sorunlari igin de bir yol haritasi sunacaktir.
Bunun i¢in yapilacak ortaklasa ¢alismalara olan ihtiya¢ her gecen giin artmaktadir.

Sehrin dili temasindan yola ¢ikarak hazirlanan bu kitapta sehir ve dil bagintisini kesfetmek
iin cesitli disiplinlerden farkli calismalar bir araya getirilmistir. Ug alt basliktan olusan
kitapta ilk olarak farkli boyutlariyla dil ve birey, ¢evre iliskisine deginilecek, sonrasinda dil
ve toplum bagintisi tizerinde durulacaktir.

[k boliimde David Uzzell, “Affordances in the Construction of the City’s Language(s)”
cevre psikolojisi baglaminda birey ile fiziksel ¢evresi arasindaki simbiyotik iligkiye dikkat
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cekiyor. Ona gore cevre, yerler bizimle konusur. Hatta sadece kendisi hakkinda konusmakla
kalmaz kullanicilart hakkinda da bilgi verir. Bireyler, kentlerdeki mekanlari kullanim bi¢im-
leriyle donistiirmekte ve kendilerinin kilarken dilini de tiretmektedirler. Bu baglamda Uzzell
cevreyi, sosyal etkilesimlere aracilik eden mekanlar olarak ele aliyor ve biitiinsel bir agikla-
maya gidiyor. Uzzell, insanlar ile fiziksel ve sosyal ¢evreleri arasindaki etkilesimi daha derin
bir sekilde anlamaya ve aktarmaya calistyor. lyi tasarlanmis bir cevrenin toplumsal iliskilere
de yanstyacak olumlu etkisine deginiyor.

Yasemin Bahgekapili, “Stage and the Beyond: Examining Conspicuous Consumption in
the Urban Public Spaces and the Third Places” baslikli calismasinda mekanin sosyal olarak
yeniden iiretiminde kendini sunmanin ve sosyal iligkilerin roliinti incelemeyi amaglamaktadir.
Istanbul Beyoglu Karakdy mahallesinde yapilan saha arastirmasi verilen g¢alismada
Bahgekapili, sehirsel mekanin belli temsillerle 6ne ¢ikan tiiketimle sekillendigi sonucuna
vartyor. Bireyler yaratmak istedikleri izlenime gore gidecekleri mekanlart segtiklerini
belirtiyor. Dolayisiyla, Uzzell’in ¢alismasinda bireylerin mekanlarr doniistiirmesi siirecinde
bireylerin tiikketim bi¢imlerinin roliinii de Bah¢ekapili’nin ¢aligmasi ortaya koyuyor.

Diinyada birden fazla dili konusabilen ve her dilin kendi sistemi i¢inde yeni anlamlar ku-
rabilme olasiliklarindan yararlanan birgok birey vardir. Bireylerin etkilesim bigimleri, s6zlii
olan ve olmayan dilsel formlar araciligiyla farklilasir, dolayisiyla toplumsal yasamin kuru-
lusu da bu farklilagsmanin iizerinde temellendirilir. Sema Karakelle, Yasemin Yesilyaprak,
Esra Demirkan, “Neden Iki Dil Tek Dilden Daha lyidir?” isimli ¢alismalarinda iki dillikle
ilgili yapilan ¢alismalara iliskin bir degerlendirme sunuyorlar. Dilin toplumsal kullanimina
bagli olarak ¢ok sayida 6zelligi oldugunu ve dilin yalnizca koddan ya da s6zden ibaret ol-
madigini, bu bakimdan iki dillilik arastirmalarinda so6zlii dil digindaki anlam gdstergelerinin
incelenmesi gerekliligini vurguluyorlar. Dilde sosyal etkilesimin énemli bir rol oynadigini,
dilin sembollerinin toplumsal etkilesim siirecinin jest, yiiz ifadesi gibi anlam gostergeleriyle
birlikte degerlendirilmesi gerektigini ifade ediyorlar.

Ikinci boliimde iki arastirma baglaminda kent, psikolojik siirecler baglaminda ele
almmaktadir. Kentli bireyler s6zlii ve sozlii olmayan bigimleri kullanarak iletisim kurarken,
kendilerini ait hissettikleri kentlere iliskin toplumsal kimlikler de kurarlar. Bu kimlikler,
bireylerin kendilerini kent baglaminda tanimlamalarini saglarken, kimlik diizeyinde
sahiplendikleri kentlerin &zelliklerini nasil algiladiklarini ve burada yasayan digerleriyle
kurduklar iliskilere de neler atfettiklerini ortaya koymaktadir. Kent diizeyinde kimlik ve
kente iliskin tutum ile atiflarin belirlenmesinin yollarindan biri, bireylerin goriislerinin
Olcekler araciligiyla elde edilmesidir. Deniz Derin ve Biisra Alparslan da “Kent Kimligi
Olgegi: Istanbul Orneklemi Uzerinde Olgcek Gelistirme Calismas:” bashkl calismalarinda
kimlik ve sehir baglaminda boyle bir 6lgek gelistirme siirecinden bahsetmektedir. Bu amagla,
yazarlar Istanbul 6rneginde Sehir Kimligi Olgegi ve bu dlgekle ilintili olarak Sehirsel Nitelik
Algis1 Olgegi ile Sehirsel Sosyal Destek Algis1 Olgegi’ni gelistirerek uygulamustir.

Derin ve Alparslan’in ¢aligmasinda ele alinana, bireylerin kentlerdeki sosyal destek algi-
s1, bireylerin yasadiklari kentlerde deneyimledikleri yasam kalitelerini etkileyen sebeplerden
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biridir. Birey deneyimleri, kentlerin toplumsal ve kiiltiirel 6zelliklerine baglidir. Esin Temel-
lioglu Sen ve Ozlem Sertel Berk, “Yasanan Sehre Gére Kronik Hastaliklarin Dagilimina
Yénelik Bir Pilot Calisma” isimli ¢aligmalarinda schirde yasayanlarin sosyokiiltiirel 6zellik-
lerine gore hastalik dagilimlarini arastirmislardir. Buna ek olarak, yazarlar yasanan sehir ve
alian tan1 kapsaminda hastalarin psikolojik durumlar1 ve yasam kalitelerindeki farklilasmay1
ortaya koymaya caligmislardir. Katilimeilarin yasadiklari sehirler ve sosyokiiltiirel dzellikleri
bakimindan smiflandirarak sehirlerin tiirlerine goére hastalik dagilimlarint ortaya koymaya
calistyorlar. Kent yagami, bireyler i¢in biligsel diizeyde kendini ifade etme ve tanimlama bi-
¢imleri sunarken, beraberlerinde getirdikleri 6zellikler ile de bireylerin sergiledikleri hastalik
bigimlerini de etkileyebilmektedir.

Ucgiincii boliimde Seda Giiven, “Mekandaki Dil/ler: Misafirlik ve Yerlesiklik Arasinda
Gogmenler” isimli ¢aligmasinda dil ve mekan iliskisini go¢ baglaminda ele aliyor. Toplum-
sal bellegin bir pargast olan mekanin/mekanlarin gégle birlikte nasil degistigini Istanbul ve
Millet Caddesi 6rneginde agikliyor. Bolgede gog siireciyle birlikte is yerlerinin niteliginin ve
isimlerinin nasil degistigini 6rneklerle anlatryor. Bu degisim stireci, kitabin ilk bolimiinde
ele alinan bireylerin kentleri doniistiirmeleri ve toplumsal bilisin ve dolayistyla da toplumsal
bellegin olusumu baglaminda ele alinmisti. Bu bdliimde ise Giiven, kentin kolektif bellegi-
nin doéniisiimiini, farkl kiiltiirlerden, tilkelerden gocle gelip yerlesen bireylerle nasil gesit-
lenebildigini ele almaktadir. Ayni zamanda bu ¢alisma, bagka ¢aligmalarda daha ayrintili ele
alinabilecek olan, bu kitabin ikinci béliimiinde ele alinan kentsel kimliklerin ve deneyimlerin
de yazili dil diizeyindeki varligini da ortaya koymaktadir.

Kentlere yurt iginden gdcenler, kendi yasam tarzlarini beraberlerinde getirmektedir ve
kentin halihazirdaki sakinlerinin bu yasam tarzlari ile karsilasmalar1 da kent yasaminda farkl
formlarda belirginlesen ¢atismalara yol acabilmektedir. Esra Bici Nasir, “Kina Gecesi Taht-
lari, Siislii Tuvaletler ve Diger ‘Kitsch’ler:’ Kezban Begeninin Gosterge Nesneleri Uzerine
bir Arastirma” ¢aligmasinda i¢ goge ve gogle birlikte farkli toplumsal gruplarin karsi kargiya
geldigi bir mekan olarak Istanbul’u merkeze koyuyor. Go¢ sonucunda kars1 karstya gelen
kentli ve kirsal gruplarin kiiltiirden tiiketime farkli yagam tarzlarinin zithigimni vurguluyor.
Sinemada bu zitligin imgesel temsili olarak insa edilen “Kezban” imajin1 gé¢ ve toplumsal
gerilimler baglaminda tartisiyor.

Kentlerde yasanan toplumsal ¢atigmalarin tek kaynagi bireyler ve gocler degildir elbette.
Kent yasami makro diizeyde ele alindiginda, ekonomik ve politik siireglerin de bu yasami,
bireylerden bagimsiz sekilde doniistiiriicii etkilerini gézlemlemek miimkiindiir. Elif Kevser
Ozer, “Mapping A Neoliberal Transition: The Case of Sulukule” baghkl calismasinda Sulu-
kule 6rneginde kente iliskin neoliberal politikalar1 tartigmaya agiyor. Ozer, neoliberal poli-
tikalarin kentlerde kok salmasinda etkili oldugunu dile getirdigi makro politikalara, kentsel
doniisiim projelerine, sivil toplum kuruluslarinin ¢alismalarina deginiyor ve doniisiim siire-
cinde devlet ve sivil toplum kuruluslarinin iglevini tartismaya agiyor.

Bireylerin, kentlerdeki yasam alanlarina dair algilarinin degisimi, bir yandan kentsel do-
nilisiim projeleri, yeni yasam tarzlarinin sunuldugu residanslar ile gergeklesirken, 6te yan-
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dan da Tutar’in ¢caligmasinda gosterdigi gibi medyada sunulan imgeler ve gostergeler ile de
gerceklesmektedir. Cem Tutar, “Sehirsel Mekanlarin Déniisiimiinde Giindelik Hayatin Etik
Kodlarimin Yapibozumu Uzerine Kuramsal Bir Yaklasim” baslikli ¢alismasinda kapitalizmin
mekan iizerindeki etkisini medya baglaminda agikliyor. Bu baglaminda medyada {iretilen
programlarda, dizi ya da haberlerde sunulan imgelerin, medyanin dilinin bireylerin schir ve
mekanla kurduklar iliskideki etkisine deginiyor.

Bu kitapta yer alan ¢aligmalarin g¢ergevesi i¢in, Bronfenbrenner’in Ekolojik Sistemler
Kurami’nda (1979) tanimladig1 bireyi merkeze alan ve birbirini kapsayan baglamlarla etkile-
sime girmesine iligkin sistemler anlayisini temel almanin yararl olabilecegini diistiniiyoruz.
Bronfenbrenner’in bireyin etkilesime girdigi alanlari, aile, mahalle gibi yakin ortamlardan,
kiilttirel ve ekonomik 6zellikler gibi daha uzak ve iist boyutlarda tanimlamistir. Bu kitapta-
ki galismalar da birey-kent etkilesimi 6zelinde dilin toplumsalligi, kentsel kimlikleri bireye
yakin bir diizeyden ele almig ve ayni zamanda da bu etkilesimi kentlerin dillerinin ve yasam
tarzlarinin goglerle, uygulanan yerlesim politikalariyla, medyadaki sunumlarla ve ideoloji-
lerle doniistimii gibi daha makro diizeylerde yorumlamistir.

Elinizdeki kitabin yayimlanma siirecindeki desteklerinden dolay1 Istanbul Universitesi
Rektorii Prof. Dr. Mahmut Ak’a, Istanbul Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Dekan1 Prof. Dr.
Hayati Develi’ye, ayni fakiiltenin Tiirk Dili ve Edebiyati Boliim Baskani dizi editdriimiiz
Prof. Dr. Ali Siikrii Coruk’a, Tiirkiye Dil ve Edebiyat Dernegi’ne ve Istanbul Universitesi
Yaymlar1 (Istanbul University Press) yayin ekibine tesekkiirlerimizi sunariz. Burada sunulan
calismalarin, daha sonra yapilacak caligmalara bir yol haritasi sunmasi ve literatiire katki
saglamasi dilegiyle sehrin diline kulak verelim.

Seda GUVEN, Goklem TEKDEMIR
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